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Abstract and Suggestions

In order to comprehend the issues faced by the transgender population with regards to the
changing of identity and educational documents, and how these issues impact the transgender
population, the Beijing Impact Law Firm and the Guangzhou Gender and Sexuality Education
Center, in cooperation with the Guangzhou Trans Center, sent out requests for disclosure of
government information in July 2017, hereby making use of and following the “Regulation of the
People’s Republic of China on the Disclosure of Government Information”. We sent out requests to
disclose information relating to processes, materials, aid channels and relevant statistics regarding
the changing of gender markers by colleges & universities on school rolls and diploma’s after sex
reassignment surgery (SRS) of students and graduates. We sent out requests to 116 colleges &
universities, the Ministry of Education, and Education Departments of various provinces. On 5
September, we received replies from 13 colleges & universities, 5 Education Departments and the
Ministry of Education.

From 20 August to 5 September, the Guangzhou Gender and Sexuality Education Center
conducted an online narrow-ranged questionnaire survey, collecting 128 valid replies.

Based on the results of our government information disclosure efforts, and the results of our
questionnaire survey, we discovered the following:

1. There were no recorded requests for changing gender information after SRS on school rolls
and diploma’s among all universities from 2014-2016. Some universities allow students to change
gender information on school rolls after undergoing SRS and handing in related documents. None
of the universities have policies regarding the changing of gender markers on diploma’s after
students graduate. From the replies we received, there are no ways for graduates to change their
gender marker on their diplomas: relevant requests cannot be accepted and change cannot occur.

2. Sexual minority organization Common Language published the “Chinese LGBTI+ Students’
School Environment Research Report” in 2016, which stated that less than 10 % (8.76%) of the
2077 gender and sexual minority students surveyed was bullied for their minority identity.

However, our survey shows that among transgender people surveyed, the percentage of people
suffering from school bullying and violence is much higher than 10 %. Among 128 transgender
people surveyed, only 40.63% didn’t experience bullying. Among various types of bullying, verbal
insults and attacks (46.88 %) and isolation (35.16 %) are the most common forms, with other forms
including threats (9.38 %), violence emanating from an individual (10.16 %), bullying by a group of
people (14.06 %). Transgender people assigned male at birth suffer more severely from school
bullying.

3. Transgender people face a harsher school environment than cisgender people, and only
52.34 % of them graduate smoothly. Analyzing the situation after student enrollment, 9.25 % of
transgender people was requested to stop or suspend their study, 18.15% considered stopping or
suspending their study. Although these are results from a narrow-ranged survey, they still present a
view on the severe problems faced by transgender people when attending school.

4. Even though not all transgender people want to undergo SRS and change their identity and
educational documents, the survey still showed that 69.53 % of the surveyed transgender people
worry about the difficulties of changing their information on identity and educational documents
should they undergo SRS. 56.63 % think that issues regarding gender identity on their identity
documents will affect their life and career. 60.15% think that issues regarding gender identity on
their educational documents (diploma’s) will aftect their life and career.



According to current laws, transgender people can only apply for a change of their gender
marker on their identity card and household registration after undergoing full SRS. People
belonging to work units of organs, organizations, schools, enterprises and other institutions need to
obtain the approval of the staff department of their work unit to change information, which further
complicates the changing of gender markers for transgender people.

Transgender students can apply to change their gender information on school rolls and
diploma’s after undergoing SRS when they are still in school, but after they graduate, they cannot
change their gender marker on their diploma anymore. In some cases, transgender people can obtain
an official document testifying that their diploma belongs to them, yet this means they need to
“come out” as transgender to the person needing such document. In a society where there is a lot of
stigma and discrimination regarding transgender people, publicly revealing one’s transgender
identity is very risky for many transgender people.

“When I showed my identity card on the second day of my new job, I got fired.”, wrote a
Male-To-Female Transgender of 18 years old on the survey. “You cannot change the gender marker
on your diploma, you can only do testification. But that’s almost impossible to present.”, a Female-
To-Male Guangzhou transgender person expressed.

This environment and these policies cause some transgender people to use fake identity and
educational documents when they look for employment. Others study for a higher degree after
undergoing SRS in order to get a higher diploma with a correct gender marker.

“Finding a job, entering a company, I always use photocopies (correcting the gender marker
with photoshop). I can’t enter those companies that need to see original documents. I dare not buy
social security, as I’'m afraid problems will arise....... I haven’t changed my identity card, as I have
to undergo surgery before I can change it according to the regulations. Without a changed identity
card, you run into problems everywhere: getting social security, looking for work in a big company,
going to the bank, being hospitalized. Everywhere and every time you need your identity card, there
are problems. According to current regulations, your diploma indicates your gender marker at the
time you were a student. Even if you change your gender marker on your identity card, you can’t
change the gender marker on your diploma. So without legal change, you can never change the
gender marker on your diploma.” — Nana, a transgender person in Dongwan, talking about her
problems finding work.

Research shows that 0.1 % to 1.1 % of the adult population is transgender. In Asian regions, the
percentage is estimated at 0.3 %. Considering that 0.1 % to 0.3 % of the Chinese population is
transgender, China has 1.3 million to 4 million transgender people. The above-mentioned
difficulties thus influence the lives of over a million of transgender persons.

To promote a friendlier living environment for the transgender population, and a more
harmonious society, we have the following suggestions for government departments and colleges
and universities in China:

1. Colleges and universities should actively improve the gender environment on campus,
reducing discrimination and bullying targeting transgender and other sexual / gender minorities, and
helping transgender students to complete their studies successfully.

2. The Ministry of Education and colleges and universities should allow students who have
undergone SRS to modify the gender marker on their academic certificates after graduation, and
provide friendly support and assistance in the process.

3. In view of the fact that not all transgender people wish to undergo SRS, relevant institutions
should not consider undergoing SRS as the sole standard for allowing change of gender marker on
documents.
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